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Park City, Utah DEQ-DERR, EPA Region B December 14, 1994 Meeting 

Dear Gwen: 

Thank you for meeting with Brad, Toby, Ron and me yesterday to survey the 
City's enforcement efforts with regard to mill tailings in the Prospector area. As we 
discussed, Park City has demonstrated a long-standing and continued commitment to 
preserving the public health and safety of its citizens generally, and of its Prospector 
residents in particular 

You asked for a letter to recap and memorialize our meeting. To that end, and 
at your request, I have enclosed a redacted version of the written presentation we 
made, supplemented by the following: 

Since 1985 Park City Municipal Corporation, and the property owners in its 
Prospector neighborhood, have invested significant resources and have actively sought 
solutions to the unique circumstances of development within an historic mill tailings site. 
Since 1987, Park City has been a proactive partner with the Prospector property 
owners, the State Division of Environmental Health, and the Environmental Protection 
Agency in both the risk assessment of the area and in shepherding opportunities for 
ameliorating those potential health risks associated with mill tailings. 

In 1985, the residents pledged their homes and businesses to finance a $1.4 
soil cap for all unimproved properties in the Prospector area. In 1986, City contractors 
completed that capping effort. In 1988, in cooperation with the State Division of 
Environmental Health and with EPA Region 8, ParX City adopted the Prospector 
Landscaping Ordinance. That ordinance was designed to safeguard the existing cap 

Park City Municipal Corporation • 445 Marsac Avenue • P.O. Box 1480 • Park City, UT 84060-1480 
Phone (801) 645-5008 • FAX (801) 645-5078 



12/15/94 7:05PM 
PAGE 2 

and to promote sampling of previously-improved lots, ultimately to ensure the capping 
or certification of all properties within the Prospector area. 

We discussed that in just six years, the ordinance has resulted in the 
maintenance of the cap and in the capping or certification of approximately 80% of the 
total Prospector area. That level of success has not been achieved without vigilant 
enforcement-including several lawsuits and literally thousands of compliance contacts 
by City Building Inspectors. Park City remains committed to diligently enforcing its 
ordinance and to negotiating construction site maintenance agreements, complete with 
air monitoring, where appropriate, as we have demonstrated at the Silver Meadows 
Estates site. 

Ron lvie explained that in addition to the many public hearings regarding the 
Prospector site, since 1988, he has met annually with the three property owners' 
associations in the Prospector area to advise them of the City's enforcement efforts 
and to reinforce the public health and safety mandate which under1ies the ordinance. 
We pledged that City staff will continue to meet with the owners' associations well into 
the future, and certainly until all of the properties are certified. Other future public 
information efforts may include the production and distribution of a "tailings facts• 
brochure and perhaps a brochure for local lenders and Realtors regarding their 
disclosure obligations on uncertified Prospector Jots. 

We then explained our most recent testing efforts regarding 2197 UtUe Bessie 
Avenue, the Tony Ivan Smith home. At City expense, we have contracted with 
Bingham Environmental to extract and test exterior and interior soil, dust, tap water 
and paint samples. We have arranged for the State epidemiologist, working in 
conjunction with Mr. Ivan Smith's family physician, to retest the Ivan Smith family for 
blood lead content and to assess the children's medical history for other potential 
contamination pathways. Additionally, we have requested (but are not yet certain if we 
can obtain) a lead isotope evaluation to ascertain the exact source(s) of lead within the 
Ivan Smith toddler. 

The City will devise an action plan for the Ivan Smith home once we have 
determined the source(s) of the contamination. If necessary, we will cap exposed 
areas there, and will then seek recompense from the homeowner. 

At this stage, in addition to the testing at 2197 Uttle Bessie Avenue, the City is 
committed to exploring techniques to encourage homeowners to certify their properties. 
Because the existing ordinance was designed to achieve progress through the 
certification process, and because that process in large part depended on a federal 
lender liability rule that no longer applies, City staff will advance amendments to the 
ordinance, or other incentives, that will better promote the goal of obtaining full 
certification or capping within the Prospector area. While we have not yet determined 
the nature of the incentives, we will let you know of them as soon as they are 
formulated. Our goal is to achieve certification of the remaining properties at an 
approximate rate of 20% per year. 

Again, Park City appreciates the time that you afforded us and especially the 
block of time that Bob Duprey was able to wrestle from his busy schedule. Even more, 
we appreciate the confidence that you have in our ability to continue to effect a safe 
environment in the Prospector area. 
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You should expect to hear from us regarding the Ivan Smith home within the 
next few weeks. Until then, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me 
at (801) 645-5008. 

Sincerely, 

~Hoffman 
Cc: Brad Olch 

Toby Ross 
Ron lvie 
Duane Mortensen 
Mohammad Slam 

Enclosures: 1 


